Sir -We were very pleased to see in the July issue of the BJC (vol 68, page 213) a letter reporting the small amount of variation between neighbourhood types in recent uptake of cervical screening in Glasgow. We would, however, like to point out that the neighbourhood classification used by Twaddle and McIlwaine is nominal, rather than ordinal, includes housing tenure and family structure in its derivation and is thus not strictly comparable with the Carstairs deprivation categories which were used in our earlier study of survival from cervical cancer in this part of Scotland (Lamont et al., 1993) . Four postcode sectors in neighbourhood type 5, for example, are among the poorest in the city (Carstairs deprivation category 7) and may well account for the particularly low coverage rates at the bottom of the range for this type of area.
